
This has been another productive 12 months for
EGRA, with a few new faces on the committee,
projects to support and plan. 2012 promises to be
an exciting year nationwide, and we don’t want to
be left out. There will be a couple of opportunities
to see the Olympic Torch – at Caversham Court and
Nettlebed, but before that there‘s a Diamond Jubilee
to celebrate. Let us know if you are having your own
street party and we can publicise it on our website.
EGRA’s extravaganza will be ‘Picnic in the Park’ on
Spring Bank Holiday Monday.

Monday 4th June from 12.00 noon - 4.00 pm, in Emmer Green Recreation Ground.
 We now have a long list of community groups and organisations wishing to participate. We are
particularly indebted to Chris Butlin and the 89th Reading Scouts. It’s not too late if you wish your
community group to be represented in some way. We are also looking for more volunteers to deliver
leaflets in their road, help out on the day, donate home made cakes….….and coconuts!
Please email: egra.members@gmail.com  or phone 0118 9470922.
Check out www.egra.co.uk/diamondjubilee for more details.
So do make a clear note of the event in your diary, bring your picnic and seating, and come and
celebrate, in a way that hasn’t been done here since 1953. If anyone has any memories of Coronation
Day we’d like to hear from you.

Full details are on page 4 of this report. But we must highlight this year’s fascinating talk on the
history and workings of Emmer Green’s caves and chalk mines. The speaker is Dr Clive Edmonds
from Peter Brett Associates.

RESCUE Litter Pick
Committee member Jasmine Waters organised
two teams to litter pick over the weekend of
10th/11th March. It’s the first time EGRA has
independently participated in this annual event.
In twenty volunteer hours the teams collected
27 bags of rubbish to make woodlands near
Marshlands Square and Beechwood Avenue
more pleasant environments.

Shopping Precinct Car Park
EGRA is endeavouring to ensure the many issues with the car park are resolved once and for
all. We have received an encouraging letter from the owners Wolfe Properties, promising to
resurface the car park and paved area near the
shops, repair the lighting and address the
aggressive clamping tactics. Recent concerns
have also been forwarded to RBC’s Highways
department in the hope that things may be
speeded up.
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Emmer Green in Bloom
On March 27th nine new flowering trees were planted in Courtenay Drive. This was the culmination
of seven months of campaigning and fundraising by local residents, spearheaded by Bethan
Hopkins. EGRA was proud to be able to facilitate this project, which was a partnership with RBC,
and sends hearty congratulations to all those involved. A five year rolling programme aims to
regenerate adjacent streets.

Clayfield Copse Waymarks
This project by Berkshire and
Mid-Thames Woodcarvers
is well underway, and EGRA
has funded the six plaques.
See the finished signs at our
Jubilee event on 4th June,
before they are installed in
the woods.

If the No. 24 bus has been
full of passengers this spring,
it may well have been
because of its route through
the bulbfields of Emmer
Green. In 2012 we have
swathes of mixed sring
flowers on the green by the
pond, with the showcase
being Southdown Road at
the top of Rotherfield Way.

St Barnabas Church Garden Party
Once again EGRA had a stall, manned by Andrea Robinson and Cathi Edwards, at the annual
garden party in July to raise funds for the Daynes Educational Project in Africa.

Licensing Laws
EGRA and Local Councillors worked closely with residents living near the Gardeners’ Arms, Surley
Row, when Greene King, the new owners sought to extend the licensing hours to unreasonable
times and introduce loud outside entertainment. It was due to go to a public hearing, but the brewery
withdrew its requests before that happened. The pub has now been refurbished and from all
accounts is a much more welcoming place.

Schools
For the fourth year running EGRA was able to present a couple of community book awards to pupils
of Highdown School.

History Panels
Caversham celebrated 100 years in Berkshire in 2011 and EGRA joined forces with CADRA on the
9th November in an historical display and presentation. We created a couple of panels charting the
history of Emmer Green. All the Caversham panels have been reproduced and bound in A3 format.
Copies are on sale for £10 at WordPlay, Caversham. Please call the shop on 0118 9482800, or
email: info@wordplay.co.uk
EGRA republished its own history leaflet which is free and available to anyone who wants a copy.

Outings
The visit to the Police Museum in March 2011 had to be cancelled, but is due to go ahead April
2012.

Notice Board Maintenance
In August 2011, Jane Handley headed a team of volunteers who stripped the noticeboard
and repainted the surface, before reinstating notices.
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Please note that minutes of last year’s AGM can be viewed through the EGRA website. Hard
copies will be available at the AGM, or if anyone would like one before then, please let us know.
For those of you on the EGRA email list, you should be receiving monthly links to web updates,
the annual report, plus two newsletters a year. If you are not, then please inform the Membership
Secretary, Richard Hammond, email: egra.members@gmail.com ,who will ensure he has your up-
to-date contact information.Thanks to everyone who has already renewed.
THERE ARE STILL A FEW SUBS OUTSTANDING FOR THIS YEAR. IT MAKES A BIG
DIFFERENCE TO US IF YOU PAY ON TIME. ALTERNATIVELY LET US KNOW IF YOU DO NOT
WISH TO RENEW. THOSE STILL DUE WILL HAVE HAD A SECOND REMINDER.
For those who have not renewed by June 2012, there will be no Summer Newsletter and
Tradesmen’s List.

Membership Secretary Jill Verran handed over the baton to Richard Hammond at the end of 2011.
Jill has served since 1984, and was  for a long while EGRA’s Treasurer. She has now decided to
retire from the committee and we will all miss her continued dedication and enthusiasm over so
many years. Cathi Edwards who has also been an active part of the team since 2008, stood down
in the summer due to pressure of work. In the autumn we were joined by Jasmine Waters, and
have another two new committee members lined up - Vanessa Cozens and Julie Robbins - for
the forthcoming year.
We would also like to extend special thanks to Bob Cruickshank, who since he left the committee
in 2007 has continued to give invaluable support.
Thanks to all the committee for their continued dedication; thanks to our auditor Janette Joyce;
thanks to other non-committee members, such as our team of committee supporters, web manager,
newsletter deliverers, notice board carers, graffiti cleaners. And last but not least to partners/family
of committee members, without whose support most of us couldn't manage.

Margaret Ormonde, Chair. Tel:  0118 9470922  email: egra.margaret@googlemail.com

Tradesmen’s List
Secretary Jane Handley is managing the 2012 overhaul and the revised list will be distributed
with the Summer Newsletter. If you have any recommendations please forward them to Jane
by the middle of May – telephone 0118 9484775 or email: lukdan@hotmail.co.uk

Graffiti Team
Committee member Richard Hammond hosted a graffiti removal training session and now heads
our team. You can help by reporting new graffiti, or if you wish to help with cleaning it off, get in
touch with Richard: egra.members@gmail.com

For the last year our local police team has been headed by Inspector Graham Markham. The non-
emergency number has now changed to 101. PCSO Rebecca Blackburn in contact with EGRA
and invites residents to get in touch if we have any problems. She can be contacted direct on
07970145328, or via email: Rebecca.Blackburn @thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

An EGRA representative has regularly attended meetings of the Upper Caversham Neighbourhood
Action Group (Thames Valley Police) at Highdown School.
We also attend the re3 Stakeholder meetings to keep up to date on recycling issues.
The future of Youth Services is being discussed, but Tara Taylor has been keeping us in touch
via the North Reading Youth Project.
The Bell Tower Community Association has organised two events enabling leaders from a number
residents’ associations throughout Reading to gather and exchange ideas and best practise.
We have participated in RBC’s hosted ‘Have Your Say Meetings’ and taken an active role in
‘Reading Means Business on Climate Change’.
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Emmer Green Recreation Ground
Monday 4th June
12 noon - 4.00pm

LIVE JAZZ BAND * MUSIC & DANCE
CHILDREN’S FANCY DRESS

TRADITIONAL GAMES
COMMUNITY STALLS * REFRESHMENTS

- extreme weather may cause cancellation of event

Grand opening by Rob Wilson MP

www.egra.co.uk/diamondjubilee

bring food & drink, seating,
friends, family and neighbours,

bunting, banners, balloons.

EMMER GREEN
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
                                       invites you to a

FREE ENTRY

FORMAL BUSINESS
Apologies for Absence

Approval of the Minutes of the 27th AGM (10th may 2011) and Matters Arising
Chairman's Report/ Review of the Year

Treasurer's Report and Accounts
Election of *Committee, Officers and Auditor

Any Other Business

*The committee comprises a Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, plus a minimum
of three, not more than seven others.

Those offering to stand for re-election are Margaret Ormonde (current Chair), Barry Prior (Vice
Chair) Bill Harper (Treasurer), Jane Handley (Secretary). The remaining candidates are existing
members, Richard Hammond (Membership Secretary), Jasmine Waters, Andrea Robinson, Jennifer
Leach, Vera Bodman. Two new people have put their names forward – Vanessa Cozens and Julie

Robbins .

Tara Taylor (North Reading Youth Project), Diana Hartrup (Newsletter Distribution) & Clive Ormonde
(Website Manager) continue to offer valuable committee support.

Roles will be confirmed / decided after the AGM.

Nominations to either join the committee or offer support can be given to the Secretary
before the meeting, or offered, on the evening of the AGM, or at any later date.
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The 28th Annual General Meeting of the Emmer Green Residents' Association
will take place at The Grace Church (formerly Caversham Chapel on the Hill),

119 Peppard Road on Thursday 17th May at 8.00pm.

GUEST SPEAKER
Our speaker this year will be Dr Clive

Edmonds who will be giving us a fascinating
insight into the history and workings of

Emmer Green’s caves.

REFRESHMENTS
provided by True Food Community Co-op


